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spontaneous, almost convulsive interference with this
or that department filled the souls of those accustomed
to unhindered continuity of work with horror. Ago
von Haitian contemplated him with a mixture of
admiration and bewilderment. Here was a man who
carried the masses with him, was not afraid of a rousing
catch-phrase, sometimes gave away State secrets, told
grey-haired diplomatists what he thought of them,
and ultimately achieved the same result as had cost
Maltzan so much elaborate ingenuity. The Minister
and his Secretary of State became gradually estranged
in their daily intercourse ; and the matter of the war-
guilt Note finally destroyed any possibility of harmony.
Maltzan, who had been officially entrusted with the
despatch of the Note, simply did not send it. He felt
that the diplomatic situation made such a step impos-
sible. *He knew that it would damage the inter-
national confidence created by the London Conference.
Still, though he was convinced of being in the right,
he was a little apprehensive of Stresemann's return,
and, on the eve of his arrival, he secured the support
of d'Abernon, who had also pointed out how futile
and unfortunate it would be to take this step. When
Stresemann had overcome his first indignation at the
Secretary of State's high-handedness, he realised, and, a
little later, admitted, that Haitian had saved the German
Cabinet from a diplomatic error. But a slight resent-
ment still rankled in Ms mind, a regret for a cherished
gesture that he had not made, annoyance at a broken
promise, and, most of all, the fear that such an occur-
rence might be repeated. For two men, both of whom
needed so much space and elbow-room, and whose
activities were so comprehensh^ the Foreign Office